
Losing the plots
Allotment holders fight back
against 0lympic bulldozers

by RUSS LAWRENCE

laked over by trustees and sold to the
Lea Valley Resional Park Authoritv in
l9 l5

Dcsp'tc pronises by Olynpic Ca'nes
chiefs to rclocale the allohents, plot
holdeB say $ey havc bee! left in rhe
dark about dy futue movc

Rtmou has il they couid be shiRedto
! site close 1() the Mll linl flyover at

The canpaign ro save the allotments
has been backcd by Daren JolnsoD, rhe
leader ofthe Gr€en Pan] on the London

He has rabled a question to t,ondon
nayor Ken Livingstone cauing on him
to nlervene and explorc alternatives l]lal

will safeguard i1s tuture. whilc the
Olympics are obviously the cause of
great excitenent, this slould not be al
the expcnse ofprized connrunLty assels
like Manor cardcns allohlents." said

CanpajgrcB believe the allolhenrs
should be kept as part of rh€ Olympic
development dnd would be a valuablc

''what a unique stase it could be ro
demodsrrare to the world BriraiDi capa-
c'ty to acknowledge, respect and inte
eEie a workbg, nulti-cthric connuDi-
D In lo  nsp lan  rc rher  rhan c rca te  !  g los( -
lown le rdc , , -  v id  Jd l ie  Sumncr

H!$an AIi, who lives 1n Livetuere

Cou.t on rhe,^ctod estatc in Dalslon, hds
been culriv,ting his plor lb. the pasr tl
yeaN grow'ng lomatoes, cucumbers

_lf thc allotments go. n will havc !
devaslating impact on very mary people
$ho depenJ L'n the enio\menr Lhe\ oru-
\  d r '  | t  ldded

TIe l-ondo! DevebDmerr AEencv
sald lhe allotDenrs had ieen ideillficil
as land needed to be acquired for rhe

A spokeswoman said there wodd b€ a
rwo lear rerocatlor programnrc lo $!o
possible sites ir thc vicnity. Howcvef,
shewas unable to sayexactly whe.e rhrv

1.,

i .
A CAIvIPAICN has be€n launched
lo save scorcs of Hackne] allot-
ments which face b€ing bulldozed
to make way for the London
Olympicr  in  2012.

Uncerlainty surounds the future of
lhe 87 rented plds at Manor Gardens
dlohents on the baDks ofrhc RiverLea
Ear W.rerden Rod4 tlackncy wick. be
Fuse the site is earmdked for hockcy
p'lchcs .nd a walksly to rhe Ol'rnpic

The allotments, wbich we.e leaturcd
in top chef Rick Steinl &o./ //e/oes
Iv scnes, have beer lovingly tended by
getr{al'ons of gardenen for nore thaD

Climpaiencrs lear 1t will desfoy a
dosc-knit, muLIr cullural comnndity
utured by a sharcd passior for growing
then own auit and veEelables.''Many plol holdeN have been here ior
decades, some srnce the end of the
Second world war, takng over from
their lathers.-' said lllotmenl holder,
Julie sumner, who lives in 51 John's
Church Roa4 Homenon

"Nowad.ys il is a cultu.ally divese
mix ofold Easl E.ders. Turks, creeks,
Cypriols and Janaicans as well !s
EnglisL Scottish and lrish, a kind of
nruiri'culnra I ne Lting por

''For naDy elderly ploi holdos rhe
allolnenls provide a place of compan-

Campaignes hope to block the rede-
velopment by explo.ing whether there is
a colenel on rhe land ttut would make
il illegal fo. its use 10 be changed.

The land was bsqueathed by land
Nncr philanthrophist and founder of
EtoD Manor Boys' Club. Major Aithur
villic6. otr his deaft to be uscd in pe.

Horvever, after he died in 1969 it was

Pltch batle-Jule Sumn€r and HassanAtia he [4anof card€.s a]totments site in HacknevWick
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