
Plot owners haue dig
at 0lympics director

by SALLY SCOTT

ANGRY p€nsioners gave
an Olympic chief a hostile
reception this week as they
asked hin to explain why
thc allotments they have
cultivated for )ears ar€ to
be bulldozed for th€ 2012
Games.

Ton Noris, 83, and Albert
Dickcoso!, 86. who have h.d
plols al Manor Gardcns Allot-
ments for almosl 60 and more
than ,10 yers respectivcly, s€re
anong around !00 rlloldent
holders who gathered.t thc site
off Waterdcn Ro!4 llack.ey
wick. on Monday lo qliz

calelh Blactei, direclor of
derelopmenr .t thc LDA (Lon-

Mr Dickenson, of Pownall
Ro.d. DahroD,*fio inherited his
allothent from hjs lather sill
be forccd out vhen the 8l plols
are bulldozed to makc $ry for a
concretc lbotparh into the

''The comnunity up here will
be de$oyed, be lold thc Ga:-

"tc 
bcforc lreenng Mr Blacker

''Thelie getting nd of 100
yeas or history fo. folr \teeks

The LDA is planning to move
ihc.lldhents to a site in Manh
L.ne in thc leighbouring boi
ougl of Walthan Forest,
although they are yet to submrt a
planning application to that

councih pladning conrmittee.
The move is opposcd by the
majority of allotment holde6,
who say the land pas intended
to bc leil in perpetuity as aUo!
ments by its foflner orvner.

M. Blacker cxplanred the
problcn was the allotments
were in ihe middlc ofthe Olym-

M. Nonis. ofAmhust Road.
Hackncn $i1l see his shed,
shich was built fron Second
world war botrtb debris,
knocked down if thc Ollmprc

'A lot ofus feellikc there\ no
pornt frgbting because the deci
sion has aheady been made. he

A spokesnan for lhc LDA

confirmed thcrc was no way the
allotnent holdes could remain

''The ground has 10 be lev
eued dnd reduccd down sisnifi-

''We have gone ou1 of our rvay
to find thenr d repl.cement srle
where the dllohcnts can flouF
ish and in thc legacypenodafter
the Games. they will bc novcd
back inro thc Olynpic pa.k.
po$lbly to d larger sitc '

Julie Sumnc\ who has an
.llonnent and is a nemberofthe
plor holde6' comnittee, had a
much more positile view lhd
othiN after Mr Blackcr's visit.

''l1was a gene.ous gestuE for
him to come down on a vert wet
day and he said hc was very
atrected by $e strength of the

''He knorvs this isn'1 just a
comdunity they can pickrlpmd
put somewhcre else and expect
ir to continue as it is. Itt not all

The LDA will attend the auol
menl holdes'annual meeting on
Saturday, October 7 to rpdate


