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Allotment
owners fear
thevwill be

t , /

trampled by
the Ollmpics

Sam Cark and hir *il€ S€|llantfia,lhe Moro rc6{aurat€rs, aE fiE rting to sm allotr|€||ts thrcatened by the London Olrnpks cARtos rAs5o



Beins in a big city, being foulsEtostart cr0ppingi:'
she said.'Youjust cm't g€t
going on ihe basis of smn
years. The scheme also
tlEatened a mtuJ€ r€seree
next door. She said:"lt's
cmzy to be talking about a
sreen O\4npics and to be
amiliiatirg the nature.

"The London Develop
meniAgencyandttreN44or
tKenUvinsstonel launch€d
a food strategy and biodi-
\€r.sitt,stntegyto increase
access to fr€sh food, par
ticulady in plac€s like elst
London, but aI tbqlre telk-
ingrbout is deleted tilwe

The diversib.of .esidents
oflandon, fron Greek! and
Jamaicrns to Allicans, is
reflected in the rang€ ofprG
tluce grown ihere, from
vines and fig trees to globe

Apublic inquiry hrs b€d
proceeding at the ExCel
Oentre in Docklands since
May to decide on which
compulsorypuchase or-
ders ere necessary for
Olympic buildins to go
alead. A London Develop
ment Agency spokesman
said yesterday: "We have
been working with aI par,
ties concerned, includins
the local oucil, to eGure
we negotiate a deal that is

"The LDA is at the pub-
lic inquiry noq where peo
pl€'s objections are being
heirdlyanindeperd€ntin-
spector, and r€ will list€n
io the i.sp€cto1s decisioL'

8y louis€ Jury

Asprotests go, it was more
mellow thd militet. Led
by the Moro r$taurateus
Sam and Samantha Clark
yesterday, a goup ofeast
London alotment holdeN
welcomed visitors to their
p lots  wi ih  guided iours
and a taste oftheir cjty-

Their point, though, is
dlthing but laid back.

While the chefs de new
coners to the Manor Gar-
den S ociety Allothents,
having secured their ploi
five years ago, ihe 1.8
hectarc site dates back at
least 80 yeds, dd Im be
queathed for the public good
by a local philanthopist,
Major Viljers.

Now it is under threat
tiom plans Lo build a foots
path for lhe 2Ol2 Ollmpics-

An alternative sit€ hrs
b€en offeredto themby the
londonDelelopnEntAso
cy(LDA), thebody dDr8ed
with securing all the land
necewry for lh€ olympjc
village. But the allotment
hotderc-fro{nne httupa
dert's urban gardening
columnist, Cleve Wesi, to
people who hm had a ptot
forrnor€thansOl"lrs,claim
theyae orny guannt€edto
)€abletostryforse\€nl,tals
and held ar open day yes-
tadaytoe4lainthetpkhl

Sanantha Clark, one
halfofMoro, said the al.
lotments were inaluabl€-

able to travel l0 minutes
aDd feel 6 ifyou're right in
the countryside iakes all
the flustrations ofthe city

'r{fter15 minutes,}oufeel
yourseurelaxingandtotal
ly focus on the little things,
Ike hN muchthetobato€s
have groM. Just being in
touch with naiue is lovely.

"And lhe whole commu-
niF side is imlortant. They
have been going for years
dd it's exlrcmely friendly.
We re mor€busyihan some
oihers so don't spend as
Duch time up here as
some, but for lots ofpeople

The produc€ was not in
tended for prcfessional Nq
though they did use some
b.laowsintheirr€-qtau]?ni

"It Ms reatly satisfying
not l€aving th€m Bitting

But the altenative plot
ofrercd by the LDA9B.ot
stisfactory "It's right nerl
to the motorway. Iftherek
a way that the two [the ai-
lotnents and the Ovnpicsl
canliwtr)getheqthatvould
obviously be ihe best sce-

Albert DickiNn,84 one
of the oldest gardeneE, has
spert 54yesrs *orkinghis
ploi. Jdie Surmer, anNHS
antenatal teacher 5nd al-
lotnent holder said a short-
tem alternative mad€ no

"My aspmgus bed took


